Christian UNiversity GlobalNet
Course Syllabus

NT228: Revelation:
The Book of Revelation - The End and the
Beginning
Course Lecturer: Dr. Craig Blomberg,
Professor of New Testament at Denver Seminary
Course Description
In Revelation: The Book of Revelation - The End and the Beginning, the New Testament and the Bible
culminate with this glorious description of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. All of history’s events are culminated
in this fantastic story of Christ’s ultimate triumph over evil and the restoration of all things to their created
design.

Course Objectives
•

To introduce students to survey information concerning the New Testament

•

To help students develop critical and practical aptitudes in understanding the Bible

•

To increase students’ understanding of the historical and biblical context of the New Testament
through scholarly information and presentations

Accessibility
If you have particular accessibility needs, please contact the CUGN Registrar at the beginning of the course.
This will allow us to work directly with you to make efforts to accommodate your situation and ensure as full
as possible accessibility to the course.

Course Lecturer
Dr. Craig Blomberg is the Distinguished Professor of New Testament at Denver Seminary,
in Littleton, CO, where he specializes in New Testament Studies. He received his B.A. from
Augustana College, Illinois (with a triple major in mathematics, Spanish, and religion),
a M.A. from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and a Ph.D. from the University of
Aberdeen, Scotland.
View CUGN Academic Policies
www.cugn.org
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Academic Honesty
At CUGN, we believe all we do is “as unto the Lord” and we thus hold to a high academic standard of honesty;
we do not tolerate plagiarism and cheating. Students found guilty of any form of academic dishonesty face
consequences ranging from interaction with the Academic Dean to expulsion from CUGN.
Quizzes and Exams: Any student found guilty of cheating on a quiz or exam will automatically receive a score
of zero for that quiz or exam. A second offense will result in automatic course failure and possible disciplinary
action and/or expulsion from CUGN. Please view the CUGN Academic Catalog for a full definition and
examples of cheating.
Plagiarism: If a student’s work is found to be plagiarized, consequences will vary depending on the nature of
the plagiarism.
If an offense is deemed unintentional, the student will have an opportunity to resubmit the work. A second
offense will result in an automatic score of zero for that assignment, which may also result in failure of that
course.
More serious plagiarism offenses could result in automatic course failure, disciplinary action, or expulsion
from CUGN. Please view the CUGN Academic Catalog for a full definition and examples of plagiarism. If
you have questions about plagiarism, or would like to request resources for learning how to avoid plagiarism,
please contact our Registrar’s Office at registrar@cugn.org or toll free at (888) 487-5376 ext. 3.

Course Methods
Throughout this course, a number of methods will be used to engage the students in learning and processing
information, interacting with other students, and applying the learning to their lives. These methods include
the following:
Media/Materials
The course will include media presentations of lectures and supplementary materials to be viewed, listened to,
and/or read throughout the lessons of the course.
•

Video-based teaching
The primary teaching session in each lesson is provided in the Flash video format (FLV) and
HTML5 (MP4) format. For international or domestic students who do not have the bandwidth
required to view the video (384 Kbps DSL minimum), we provide the option of listening to the
teaching via audio files or reading the lesson from a transcript of the teaching video (found in the
course Additional Resources section). The transcripts contain screen captured images of important
images in the video.

•

Multisensory learning
Because the primary teaching information is provided in video and PDF text documents, students
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can choose the medium (or combination of media) that most closely aligns with their individual
learning styles. Multiple options are also provided for students with auditory and visual learning
challenges.
•

Readings and other media
Students should have a copy of the Bible available in order to read the complete books of the
Bible assigned in each lesson. In addition, Scripture passages are linked to online Bible tools for
convenience. These online resources also provide an opportunity for students for whom English is a
second language to read the Bible passages in one of numerous international translations available.
For all other required reading assignments, CUGN provides the texts for this course in a
downloadable Adobe® PDF format.

Interaction
Whether sitting in a traditional classroom or studying from a distance, students benefit from interaction and
collaboration with other students. In order to meet this need in distance theological education, CUGN offers
structures and resources to encourage effective community interaction in this course.
Response Time
This forum fosters peer-to-peer interaction in a global, threaded discussion. Students are required to respond
to relevant questions posted by the instructors; students are also encouraged to read and respond to the posts
of fellow students.
Reflection
Through journaling and the use of interactive exercises, CUGN provides many opportunities for students
to reflect on what they have learned, what they believe, and where they are challenged. The goal of these
reflections is personal spiritual growth and transformation.
Blog
Many of the assignments ask students to record their thoughts in a course blog. Students may use a paper
notebook for this, or, as an alternative, they may use the blog to record thoughts and reflections as they go
through the course. Blog entries can be viewed only by the student and by the site administrator, and are not
graded.

Lesson Objectives
At the end of each lesson, students should be able to accomplish the objectives listed below.
Lesson 1: Revelation: What is the Book of Revelation and What’s It About?
•

Define “apocalyptic literature” and discuss four options for interpreting it

•

Define and explain the meaning of various terms used in the book of Revelation

•

Interact with various options for understanding the chronology of the tribulation and millennium

•

Discuss the messages to the seven churches of Asia Minor contained in Revelation 2 and 3
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•

Describe John’s vision of God’s throne

•

List and describe the seven seals judgment

Lesson 2: Revelation: Its Content and Meaning
•

List and describe the judgments contained in the seven seals and seven bowls

•

Identify and explain various persons, groups, creatures, and events presented in Revelation

•

Explain various views of the chronological sequence of events described in Revelation as a basis for
forming your own views

•

Describe how Christ’s return concludes the Great Tribulation and introduces the visible reign of
God

•

Rejoice in and worship the Lamb of God who is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords

Course Requirements
In order to receive credit, the student must complete the course requirements within a 90-day period. Those
requirements include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Viewing the Class Time lectures for each lesson
Reading Bible passages as assigned for each lesson
Reading the Bible commentary sections as assigned for each lesson
Participating in the Response Time forum
Becoming familiar with Glossary terms
Keeping a blog in response to reflection questions

•

Taking two quizzes and a final examination, scoring a 70% or higher average

Additional information about these requirements is provided below.

Class Time
The Class Time section of the course includes the following:
•

Lesson Goals: The Lesson Goals describe the learning outcomes you should achieve by the end
of the course.

•

Adventuring Through the Bible by Ray Stedman: Adventuring Through the Bible is provided
for your convenience. If you prefer a different approach, feel free to use a Bible commentary of
your choosing. If you are taking the course for credit or certification, however, please let
our Registrar know the commentary and format you are using so your reading can be validated
offline. Please note: In order to balance the number of required readings throughout the course,
the readings assigned from Adventuring Through the Bible may not always align directly with the
Scripture readings for each lesson.
Lesson 1: Believers and Bosses
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Lesson 2: The End - and a New Beginning
•

Bible reading: The books of the Bible covered in this course should be read completely at least
once.
Lesson 1: Revelation 1-11
Lesson 2: Revelation 12-22

•

Additional Resources: Within Class Time you will find a link to Additional Resources provided
to supplement your learning. These Additional Resources can also be accessed outside of Class
Time, from your main course page. They are described in detail later in the syllabus.

•

Lectures: The lessons in this course include 25–30 minutes of lecture. These instructional lectures are required viewing, and can be watched as many times as needed. The same content is
available in an audio file and a text file (PDF) (located in Additional Resources) for students who
can benefit from these alternative media. Each lecture includes an ungraded quiz that students
can use to test their knowledge along the way.
Lesson 1: Revelation: What is the Book of Revelation and What’s It About?
Lesson 2: Revelation: Its Content and Meaning

•

Philip Yancey devotionals: The lessons in this course contain related devotionals narrated by
well-known author, Philip Yancey. These devotionals (required viewing) highlight the people,
events, and the consequential circumstances from selected passages covered in each lesson and
also provide a devotional element to this study.
Lesson 1: Philip Yancey – The Final Word (Revelation 1)
Lesson 2: Philip Yancey – Return to Eden (Revelation 21)

Additional Resources
These resources are provided to supplement your learning.
•
•
•
•

Commentary Reading PDF
Lecture Transcript PDF
Audio Lecture MP3
Shockwave® interactive exercises: Each of the lessons in this course may contain interactive exercises that are formatted in the Adobe Shockwave format (Free Adobe Shockwave browser plug-in
required).
Lesson 1
• Revelation - Overview
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Lesson 2
• Bible Words - New Testament (Review Glossary)
• New Testament Book Hooks (Review)
• Bible Facts - New Testament (Review)

Response Time
Participants will interact with other students worldwide in an ongoing asynchronous threaded forum of several course topics in each lesson.
In order to get the fullest benefit from the Response Time forum, students should complete the Response
Time assignment after they have completed Class Time. Then they should return to Response Time after
finishing the lesson to see how others respond. The following steps are instructions to the students for completing the assignment:
•
•
•
•

Enter Response Time.
Read the instructions and click the Response Time topic.
Read the Response Time question and share your thoughts with others.
Take the time to read other students’ postings.

CUGN requires that students’ Response Time posts consist of at least 2 to 3 well-developed paragraphs.
Think of posts as mini-essays, where you present an idea and support that idea with details, examples, personal
experiences, etc.
Objective: to develop critical thinking skills through personal interaction with the content of the course and
the responses of others within a diverse community of learners.

Glossary
Sometimes unfamiliar words appear in the teaching. Those words are necessary to an understanding of the
subject matter and, therefore, are listed for students’ review and learning.
Lesson 1
• Apocalypse
• Apocalyptic
• Domitian
• Prophecy
Lesson 2
• Armageddon
• Lament
• Megiddo

Quizzes and Exams
The quizzes and exams will cover the material from the Class Time lectures, Bible reading, other reading, and
devotionals. The Bible reading and textbooks should be read in accordance with the schedule of lectures as
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outlined in this syllabus (i.e., assigned chapters and pages should be read along with listening to each lecture).

Course Grading and Requirements
Quizzes and Exams
Quizzes
Final Exam

40% of Course Grade
60% of Course Grade

Other Course Requirements
Course requirements noted in this syllabus will be validated before credit is awarded to any student.

ACSI/Single Course Requirements
If you are taking this course for Continuing Education Units (CEUs), or as a single course and would like a
Certificate of Completion, course requirements noted in this syllabus will be validated before a Certificate of
Completion is awarded.

Notes Regarding This Syllabus
This syllabus is designed to provide learners with an overview of the course. Specific assignments are contained
in each lesson.
Individuals taking the class for academic credit are responsible for the syllabus requirements of the specific
institution through which the course is offered. Each individual institution has reserved the right to add
additional reading requirements and to alter the syllabus to meet their accreditation requirements. Students
seeking academic credit should check with their academic institution for details.

Christ-Centered Learning—Anytime, Anywhere
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